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officials, the foreign Consuls, the principal merchants, and so forth. The poor of Hodeidah were then fed, to the number of about 2,000. Great trays of meat and rice were placed in the road outside the Consulate, from which traffic was temporarily diverted. In the afternoon the Consul entertained the British-Indian merchants to tea at the tennis court, the Consulate was illuminated at night, and, as the dragoman put it in his report to the local paper, " the sounds of rejoicing continued to a late hour." This paper is published in Sanaa, and like all newspapers in Turkish provinces contains practically no news. Most of it is taken up with the movements of Turkish officials, unreliable accounts of Turkish victories, and homilies to the Ashkeya (the miserable ones) i.e. the rebels.
I saw a good deal of the Italian Consul-General during this period. He was still excited about the Sambook affair and the misdeeds of cc that bad man " Mohammed Ali. We decided that it was proper to demand his head on a charger as a preliminary to all further negotiations. A report had been started during the siege that Caprotti and I had been imprisoned, some said executed, by the Turks for having communication with the enemy. This story had reached Italy, not England, fortunately, and had been the subject of questions in the Italian Parliament.
Before I left there was another row, over a Danish missionary this time. This gentleman belonged to the inoffensive class of missionaries who do not go in for active evangelizing but try to do good by selling books. He had come to Hodeidah for that purpose, had opened a shop, and was doing a brisk business. Bibles in especial seemed to be selling like hot cakes, but as he was selling them below cost price, I inclined to an explanation of this fact rather different from the one he favoured. The Arab of these parts buys his books on the same principle as his bread: that is to say, size and weight in proportion to price influence his choice. However, he had a lot of other books beside the Bible : school books, works on geography, mathematics, and so on, all authorized to be sold in the Turkish Empire by the Minister of Education, and bearing the official cachet.